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BRIEF NPDES PERMIT HISTORY and PURPOSE:

The NPDES permit was originally established by the Clean Water Act in 1972, amended in 1987 to include stormwater runoff that carries non-point source pollution.  The Washington State Department of Ecology is responsible for implementing the NPDES Permit in Washington for the Environmental Protection Agency.  The Ecology Phase II NPDES Stormwater Permit became effective in February 2007 for the City of Renton and other MS4 communities in Western Washington.  

The purpose of the NPDES Phase II Stormwater permit is to regulate stormwater discharges from municipally owned or operated stormwater systems in the City of Renton.  Federal and state water quality laws require a permit for the discharge of stormwater and requires the public entities to control discharge of pollutants to protect surface water.


NPDES PERMIT REQUIREMENTS:

The permit requires the City of Renton to develop and implement a stormwater management program that contains the following minimal elements:
	1. Public education and outreach
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	2. Public involvement and participation
	

	3. Illicit discharge detection and elimination (IDDE)
	

	4. Controlling runoff from new development, redevelopment, and construction sites
	

	5. Pollution prevention and good housekeeping
	

	6. Reporting, record keeping and compliance water clean-up plan requirements
	


Note:  The permit requires the permittee to comply with the above listed elements for it’s existing corporate boundaries, as well as future annexation areas.  

NEW PROGRAMS NEEDED TO COMPLY WITH THE NPDES STORMWATER PERMIT:

The majority of the 2008 Surface Water Utility rate increase was needed to implement new programs needed to comply with the NPDES permit requirements, which involved adding additional resources and equipment.  The following is a summary of the new program elements:

1. New Staff Resources (Full Time Employees – FTE’s):
· 2.0 FTE’s maintenance workers to increase storm system cleaning.

· 1.0 FTE to conduct public education/involvement program and to maintain records and perform reporting.

· 0.7 FTE to perform storm system mapping and Geographic Information System  (GIS) development.

· 1.0 FTE to conduct IDDE program and private stormwater facility inspection program.

2. New Equipment and Other Programs:
· A new Vactor Truck used to clean City storm systems.

· Storm system field mapping program of City storm systems for use in a GIS.

PERMIT BENEFITS:

In addition to the City meeting the requirements associated with NPDES Stormwater permit as required by Federal and State law, the new programs will also provide the following benefits:

· Reduces discharge of pollutants to “Maximum Extent Practicable”. 

· Meets state requirements to meet all applicable and reasonable methods to prevent and control pollution to waters of the state.

· Protects water quality of the City’s streams, lakes, rivers, and wetlands by reducing the discharge of pollution from stormwater runoff, which protects the beneficial uses (swimming, boating, fishing, aesthetics) of the water resources in the City for enjoyment by future generations.

· Reduces potential future costs associated with the clean-up of pollution.

· Improves storm system maintenance, operation and customer service. 

· Reduces flooding problems, damages and drainage complaints. 

· Reduces future CIP needs and other costs that will benefit customers. 

By meeting the requirements of the NPDES permit we will be protecting the quality of our water resources in the City of Renton and the state, which will benefit other environmental resources such as fish and wildlife and protect these resources for enjoyment by the public and future generations.

NPDES PHASE II PERMIT for WESTERN WASHINGTON:

A copy of the permit is available on-line at:

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/phase_II_ww/ww_ph_ii-permit.html
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